Purpose of Report

To seek Council’s endorsement to join the NSW Mayors’ Agreement on Climate Change by supporting the Kyoto Protocol targets and adopting the more vigorous targets recommended by the Stern Review. 

Background

The Local Government and Shires Associations of NSW have invited NSW Councils to participate in a Mayors’ Agreement on Climate Change as a result of a motion resolved at the 2006 LGA Annual Conference.

In the USA, 319 Mayors pledged their commitment to reducing greenhouse gases by signing the Mayors’ Climate Change Agreement.  Actions under this agreement include lobbying the federal and state governments to enact programs to meet or beat the Kyoto Protocol emission targets.  The NSW Mayors’ Agreement has been modelled on the US Agreement. 

Discussion

The agreement proposed is:

NSW Mayors support the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) (Kyoto Protocol) targets and agree to:


Strive to meet or beat the Kyoto Protocol targets in their operations, activities and communities, through actions ranging from anti-sprawl, land use policies to urban forest restoration projects to information campaigns.


Urge the State and Federal Government to enact policies and programs to meet or beat the greenhouse gas emission reduction, suggested for Australia in the Kyoto Protocol, of 108% of its 1990 baseline.


Urge the State and Federal Government and the Federal Opposition to build on the Prime Minister’s commitment to developing and investing funding in programs to meet the target Australia agreed to at Kyoto in 1997.
However, it is becoming more recognised that the Kyoto Protocol target of 108% is not sufficient to avoid the worst impacts of climate change.  The Associations are further inviting Councils to commit to a local emissions reduction target of a 30% cut in greenhouse gases by 2020.

This target is based on the Sir Nicholas Stern report The Economics of Climate Change – The Stern Review (Cambridge, 2007) which states “There is still time to avoid the worst impacts of climate change, if we take strong action now.  The scientific evidence is now overwhelming: climate change is a serious global threat, and it demands an urgent global response”.  

The Stern Review has assessed a wide range of evidence on the impacts of climate change and on economic costs, and has used a number of different techniques to assess costs and risks.  From all perspectives, the evidence gathered by the Review lead to a simple conclusion; “The benefits of strong and early action far outweigh the economic costs of not acting”.

Suggested inclusion: Discussion on your Council’s current or proposed greenhouse gas reduction target or options.  Maybe a reaffirmation of targets would be more appropriate.  If no reduction target is set, consider adopting the Stern’s recommendation of 30% reduction by 2020.  Perhaps include some text on current climate change mitigation and adaptation actions being undertaken by Council that will allow Council to meet and / or beat the Kyoto Protocol targets.
Conclusion

Climate change will have far reaching effects on Australia’s people, economy, society and environment. XXX Council has an opportunity to lead the response at a local level, encouraging and helping local residents, local businesses and other organisations to reduce their energy usage and costs, to adapt to the impacts of climate change and to improve the local environment.
Officer's Recommendation

That:

1.
Council endorse the NSW Mayors’ Agreement on Climate Change and delegate the Mayor to sign the agreement on behalf of Council.

2.
Council continue to plan for and undertake measures to mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change through the adoption of appropriate action plans, strategies and policies.

3.
The Federal Government and Federal Opposition be sent letters asking for commitment to developing and investing funding in programs to achieve significant reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.
4.
Council commit to reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 30% (or insert council’s preferred target) by 2020 (or insert council’s preferred deadline) based on 1990 (or insert council’s preferred baseline) emission levels.
Attachment: copy of the Mayor’s Agreement template found at http://www.lgsa-plus.net.au/resources/documents/cc_mayors_agreement_template_010807.doc
